
26th July

INTERNATIONAL 
1) 19th regular session of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture
•  The 19th regular session of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and 

Agriculture was concluded at the FAO headquarters in Rome, Italy.
• The commission is a scientific and technical intergovernmental body that provides 

policy guidance towards the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and 
genetic resources specifically geared towards food and agriculture.

• The meeting concluded with the establishment of a technical working group on 
genetic resources of microorganisms and pollinators was one of the biggest 
achievements of the meeting.

NATIONAL
1) DNA Technology (Use and Application) Regulation Bill 2019
• Recently, the Union government withdrew the DNA Technology (Use and 

Application) Regulation Bill 2019 from the Lok Sabha.
• DNA/Deoxyribonucleic acid is the genetic material of the cell and contains all of the 

instructions for cells to carry out their structure and function. The main objective of 
the bill is:

a. for the purposes of criminal investigation and establishing the identity of a person.
b. to oversee practices (already used in criminal investigations, establishment of 
parentage, and search for missing people).

2) Wi-Fi hotspots - PM-WANI 
• Recently, Wi-Fi hotspots called PM-WANI (Wi-Fi Access Network Interface) was 



proposed to provide affordable internet access to the common people, especially in rural 
and underserved areas.
• PM-WANI allows the last-mile distribution of broadband through Public Data 

Offices

2) ‘Meri Maati Mera Desh’ campaign
• The Union government has launched the ‘Meri Maati Mera Desh’ campaign, which 

aims to develop a garden called Amrit Vatika along the Kartavya Path in Delhi using 
soil collected from different parts of the country in August.

• The campaign includes events at the panchayat, village, block, urban local body, 
state, and national levels. 

3) Scorpene-class diesel-electric submarines
• Recently, it was announced that India is set to procure three additional Scorpene-

class diesel-electric submarines, with the contract expected to be finalized by the end 
of 2024 (under Indian Navy’s project 75).

• The first submarine delivery is likely to take place around 2031.
• The Indian Navy’s Project 75 involves the construction of six Scorpene-Class attack 

submarines. 

BUSINESS AND ECONOMY 
1) Depositor Education and Awareness Fund
• The Reserve Bank of India established the Depositor Education and Awareness



Fund Scheme in 2014 to address unclaimed deposits.
• Unclaimed deposits in the banking sector have been a persistent concern, prompting 

regulatory bodies to take proactive steps to protect consumer interests. The “100 
Days 100 Pays” campaign was launched by RBI,  challenges banks to locate and 
settle the top 100 unclaimed deposits in each bank and district within 100 days 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
1) Concept of hygroelectricity
• Scientists are exploring the concept of hygroelectricity, which involves harvesting 

electricity from humid air.
• It is produced by using tiny protein nanowires produced by bacteria to trap water 

molecules and create electrical charges, potentially providing usable electricity to 
power miniature computers or sensors.

2) Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus
• According to WHO, a first case of Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 

(MERS-COV) has been identified from United Arab Emirates 
• The disease was first identified in Saudi Arabia in 2012.

SPORTS 
1) 110th edition of the Tour de France
• Denmark’s Jonas Vingegaard has won 110th edition of the Tour de France for a 

second straight year on the Champs-Elysees in Paris, France. 
• The Tour de France (Tour of France) is an annual men’s multiple-stage bicycle race 

primarily held in France.



IMPORTANT DAYS
1) Kargil Vijay Diwas 2023
• Kargil Vijay Diwas 2023 is observed across India on July 26th to pay tribute to the 

bravery and valor of the Indian soldiers who made the ultimate sacrifice for the 
country during the Kargil War in 1999. 

• The day commemorates the victory of Operation Vijay, which was a significant 
military victory over Pakistan during the Kargil War in 1999.

2) International Day for the Conservation of the Mangrove Ecosystem
• The International Day for the Conservation of the Mangrove Ecosystem is observed 

annually on July 26th to increase global understanding of the significance of 
mangrove ecosystems as distinct, precious, and delicate environments. 

• The day was established by UNESCO during their General Conference in 2015


